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Helping people of faith
explore, experience, and
expand their world.

Visiting the “Guardians of the Forest” in Ecuador

W

hen I met Goshen College
professor Jerrell Ross Richer
at the 2017 Mennonite Economic
Development Associates (MEDA)
convention, I was intrigued to hear about
his living arrangements. During the
summer and fall, he and his wife Jane
and their four children reside in Goshen,
Indiana. Then from January to June, they
relocate to Zábalo village, deep in the
deep in the Ecuadorian jungle, among
the indigenous Cofán people.

programs for indigenous pastors and
church leaders. They also participate
in development initiatives that Cofán
leaders prioritize—including projects
that improve life for women and youth.
The Ross Richer’s also support the
Cofán as they protect the 400,000
hectares of their ancestral lands in
Eastern Ecuador for which they
secured legal title. The Cofán preserve
their portion of the incredibly diverse
Amazon rainforest by forbidding
commercial mining,
oil drilling, logging
“The Cofán have been hosting ecotourists
or other destructive
since the 1970s. They started the world’s
activities.
first community-based ecotourism project.”
“In the 1970s,
– Jerrell Ross Richer, Goshen College Professor and tour leader
Randy Borman [son
of missionaries]
Jerrell was at the MEDA convention
realized that the Cofán could no longer
with some colleagues from the Goshen
practice their traditional lifestyle of
College Department of Economics
hunting and gathering forest products in
leading a seminar about economic
their community,” says Jerrell. He adds
justice. At Goshen, Jerrell teaches on
that Randy and his Cofán wife Amelia,
a variety of subjects such as: emerging
along with some of the community
economies of Latin America, how to
leaders, decided to move down river
operate businesses ethically, international to Zábalo to start a new community
economics, economic development, and
based on eco-tourism. “The Cofán
how to create a sustainable economy
have been hosting ecotourists since the
by focusing on a triple bottom line of
1970s. They started the world’s first
people, planet, and profit.
community-based ecotourism project.”
While in Ecuador, Jerrell and
If you travel with Jerrell on the
Jane serve with Mennonite Mission
Natural & Cultural Encounters in the
Network and the Council of Evangelical Amazon Tour, Feb. 24 to March 6,
Indigenous Nations and Organizations of 2019 you will learn all about the Cofán
Ecuador. In addition to homeschooling
when you stay 4 days in an eco-lodge in
their children, they support educational
Zábalo village. Visitors will eat North-

Sararo Lodge—one of two large ecolodges in Zábalo village, complete with
several bedrooms, bathrooms, showers,
and flush toilets.

American style food with some local
ingredients in a screened-in kitchen and
dining room. “Showing us this amazing
place provides dignified work for the
Cofán that sustains them economically
as well as validating their culture and
lifestyle,” says Jerrell.
The tour also includes travelling
across the Andes Mountains from
Quito, Ecuador to Tena where you’ll
hear about the first missionaries to the
Waorani people. Visit a nature sanctuary
along the Napo River. See the largest
waterfall in Ecuador and soak in the hot
springs at Papallacta. The complete tour
description and video clips with Jerrel
are on our website. TM

TourMagination
Collaborating with MCC
To enhance our travel experiences that foster open-hearted
curiosity and learning, we invited Mennonite Central
Committee to give us input on how to be more culturally
and environmentally respectful on our tours. We recently
signed a Memorandum of Understanding signalling a desire
to collaborate for mutual benefit.

Dear Friends,
Since becoming the sole owner of
TourMagination just over two years ago, I
have reflected with my husband Terry and my
team about how best to serve our clients. Many
North American companies sell vacations. At
TourMagination we want travellers to learn and
grow on our travel encounters. We want them to
feel the joy—and sometimes the discomfort—of
seeing the world from a different perspective.
With a sharper mission, new tour leaders have
come aboard, including Allan Rudy-Froese,
Jerrell Ross Richer, and Bert & Martha Lobe.
As well, some of our favourite leaders have
suggested new tours or a fresh focus on classic
excursions. For example, Len & Mary Friesen
will be leading a cultural tour to Italy and
John Sharp has added more interfaith and
intercultural encounters to his Great Trek
heritage tour and renamed it Central Asia:
Crossroads of Faith & Culture.
More tours that will expand your heart and mind:
• Cuba with Jack & Irene Suderman
• India with Jim Pankratz
• Russia with Len Friesen
I am grateful to be able to provide experiences
that help people to perceive the world in fresh
ways and that build understanding between
cultures. I am also thankful for the amazing tour
leaders who choose to share their expertise and
passion with the TourMagination community.
Thank you for travelling with us. We look
forward to serving you for many years to come!
Kind Regards,
Audrey Voth Petkau
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With input from MCC, we refined our travel guidelines,
which inform tour leader and participant interactions on
our excursions. In addition, TourMagination supports the
work of Mennonite Central Committee by visiting their
projects on tours when possible (e.g. connecting with MCC
workers in Jerusalem on the 2019 Jordan, Palestine, Israel:
A Journey of Hope tour with Nelson J. Kraybill). We will
also encourage our travellers to consider MCC’s short-term
international service opportunities.
SEE www.tourmagination.com/mcc-service-opportunities.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4
Say hello to us at Pioneer Days at Mennonite Heritage
Heritage Village in Steinbach, Manitoba
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
Join John Sharp and Audrey Voth Petkau for a heritage event
in collaboration with the Mennonite Archives at Canadian
Mennonite University in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Details TBA.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 7-9 pm
Wonders of Asia event at Conrad Grebel University College
in Waterloo, Ontario with tour leaders Bert & Martha Lobe
(Moutains & Monasteries) and Jim Pankratz (India Tour).

ONLINE
PRESENTATIONS
(WEBINARS)
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19,
12-12:30 pm EST – Jerrell Ross Richer
will show photos and tell you stories about the Natural
and Cultural Encounters in the Amazon tour.
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 12-12:30 pm EST –
Hear about and see photos of the London tour in a 20-minute
webinar with Allan Rudy Froese. Time for questions.
FILM SCREENINGS WITH JOHN RUTH
Stay tuned for details about showings of a film that
chronicles John Ruth’s telling of the Anabaptist Heritage
story in Europe—including footage on location.
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Monasteries & Mountains:
Hong Kong, China, Tibet & Nepal,
with Bert & Martha Lobe
April 8-20, 2019
From USD $3,762; CAD $4,890
Former educators and MCC workers
Bert and Martha Lobe have lived and
travelled in several Asian countries.
Photo or sketch-worthy sights you
will see on this amazing 13-day tour
include: Mount Everest, two of the
“Great Three” Buddhist monasteries in
Tibet, Potala Palace—the Dalai Lama’s
former residence, the Monkey Temple in
Kathmandu, and giant pandas in China.
Yamdrok Lake, Tibet
Photo: Esther Lee

Heritage

Holy Land

Sights, Sounds & Sacred
Spaces of Ireland
Sept. 10-21, 2018 SOLD OUT
The Mennonite Story &
Highlights of Ukraine
Sept. 16-26, 2018 SOLD OUT
Paraguay & Colombia:
Mennonite Stories in South
America, with Jack & Irene Suderman
Sept. 17-30, 2018
From USD $2,795; CAD $3,495
Enrich your understanding of Paraguay
and Colombia as you see Mennonite
colonies, worship in local churches, and
visit with staff from Mennonite Central
Committee and other non-profits.
Marvelous Music & Culture in
Germany, with Rennie Regehr
& Rod Zook
Sept. 19-30, 2018
From USD $3,072; CAD $3,993
Enjoy sights in Berlin, Leipzig
and Hamburg as you survey
Germany’s incredibly rich musical
and cultural history. Attend concerts,
visit museums, meet locals.
Gems of Southeast Europe
River Cruise
Oct. 13-20, 2018 SOLD OUT
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Cruise

Eco-Adventure

Cultural Experience

Divine Danube Christmas
Markets Cruise, with
Emily Shuh
Nov. 30-Dec. 7, 2018
From USD $3,454; CAD $4,317
Visit historic cathedrals, sing carols,
and see nativity scenes in Christmas
markets along the Danube. Shop for
unique gifts and sample scrumptious
holiday treats.

Natural & Cultural Encounters
in the Amazon, with Jerrell
Ross Richer
Feb. 24-March 6, 2019
From USD $2,207; CAD $2,803
See incredible wildlife while supporting the
indigenous Cofán people who are protecting
their ancestral lands in the Amazon jungle.
Optional post-tour Galapagos Cruise
extension, March 5-11, 2019.

Fresh Perspectives on the
History, Church & People of
Cuba, with Jack & Irene Suderman
Jan. 18-28, 2019
From USD $3,647; CAD $4,741
Engage with Cubans at a sustainable
farm, church, and non-profit
organizations. Visit Havana, the
Bay of Pigs, an Indian village, and
Varadero beach. AMERICANS
CAN TRAVEL TO CUBA with
TourMagination.

West Meets East in India,
with Jim Pankratz
March 2-16, 2019
From USD $4,272; CAD $5,554
Discover India through locations, people,
and events that highlight European
encounters with India from the 15th century
to the present. Hear the voices of the past
and present as you enjoy India’s landscapes,
food, architecture, art, economy, religion,
and people.

Best of Australia & New
Zealand, with Terry Petkau
Feb. 6-24, 2019
From USD $8,776; CAD $11,408
See highlights of these two
spectacular but diverse nations. Visit
famous urban centres, see intriguing
animals, and marvel at stunning
natural sights.

Italy: Bella Terra, with
Leonard & Mary Friesen
April 4-14, 2019
From USD $3,432; CAD $4,462
See world wonders including the
Colosseum in Rome, St. Peter’s Basilica in
the Vatican, and the canals of Venice. Gain
a better understanding of forces that shaped
Roman civilization, Catholicism, and the
Renaissance.
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Cultural & Heritage
Highlights in the
Netherlands & Belgium, with
Audrey Voth Petkau & Ayold
Fanoy
April 15-26, 2019
Land portion from USD $1,973;
CAD $2,565, Cruise from
USD $2,716; CAD $3,531
This tour begins with a 5-day
exploration of Anabaptist and
Mennonite heritage in Belgium
and the Netherlands followed by a
7-day springtime cruise—choose
one or both tour options.
Discover Prague & the
Mennonite Sojourn in
Poland, with John Sharp
May 27-June 6, 2019
From USD $2,885; CAD $3,750
Investigate the lesser-known
story of Mennonites in Poland.
See colourful baroque buildings
and Gothic churches, and visit
significant sites in Poland guided
by Mennonite historian John Sharp.
The Mennonite Story &
Highlights of Ukraine, with
Leonard & Mary Friesen
May 25-June 3, 2019
From USD $2,987; CAD $3,884
Visit historic colonies of
Molotschna and Chortitza with
engaging storyteller Leonard
Friesen. Explore Odessa and
Kiev. Combine with Treasures of
Russia tour.
Treasures of Russia:
Moscow & St. Petersburg,
with Leonard & Mary Friesen
June 3-10, 2019
From USD $3,240; CAD $4,211
Explore the cultural and
architectural riches of Russia in
St. Petersburg and Moscow.
Plus learn about Soviet history.
Combine this tour with the
Mennonite Story & Highlights
of Ukraine tour.

European Heritage Tour,
with John Sharp
June 9-22, 2019
From USD $4,727; CAD $5,692
Mennonite historian John Sharp will
guide on a fascinating exploration of
your Anabaptist and Mennonite roots
in the Netherlands, Germany, France,
Switzerland, and Austria.

Explore Newfoundland, with
Michael Kroeker
August 4-13, 2019
From USD $3,650; CAD $4,850
Tour Newfoundland from Cornerbrook
on the Western shore to the most easterly
city in North America—St. John’s. Enjoy
a delightful blend of stunning scenery,
wildlife viewing and historic sites.

Iceland: Fun in the Midnight
Sun Tour, with Allen &
Gwenanne Jorgenson
June 14-22, 2019
From USD $4,280; CAD $5,435
The raw beauty of volcanoes, geysers,
hot springs, lava fields, glaciers and
fjords awaits you on this tour. Also, visit
a geothermal plant and attend a church
service with locals.

Jordan, Palestine, Israel: A
Journey of Hope, with Nelson
Kraybill and Audrey Voth Petkau
Sept. 12-23, 2019
From USD $3,929; CAD $4,990
Enrich your faith and biblical
understanding as you visit key Old and
New Testament sites in Jordan and Israel/
Palestine. Knowledgeable and experienced
tour leader Nelson Kraybill will guide your
experience with rich insights emphasizing
themes of peacemaking and healing.

Embodying Truth: Church &
Theatre in London Tour, with
Allan & Marilyn Rudy-Froese
July 13-22, 2019
From USD $3,405; CAD $4,427
Look for glimpses of the sacred and
profane as you attend church services,
plays, and musical performances, as well
as tour museums, art galleries, and other
culturally significant sites.
Bike and Boat Tour from
Berlin/Spandau to Malchin, with
Mark Evans
July 27-Aug. 3, 2019
From USD $2,420; CAD $3,148
View picturesque countryside and colourful
cityscapes in Germany from a bicycle seat.
Swim in the Baltic Sea, cruise the Peene
River, and explore the island of Usedom.

Central Asia: Crossroads of Faith
& Culture, with John Sharp
Sept. 23-Oct 4. 2019
From USD $2,754; CAD $3,580
Along the Silk Road in Uzbekistan,
interact with Muslim scholars and clerics,
meet Uzbeki Orthodox Christians, and
retrace a historic Mennonite migration.
Your heart and mind will be expanded as
you examine intersections of faith and
discover cultural riches.

France River Cruise: Colours
of Provence, with Audrey Voth
Petkau & Terry Petkau
August 22-29, 2019
From USD $4,727; CAD $5,692
Enjoy delicious food, excellent wine,
amazing scenery, inspiring art and good
company as you sail through France along
the Rhine River. Optional pre-tour in Paris
and post-tour in Barcelona.
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Upcoming Tours in
Development
Holy Land Women’s Tour
with Shirley Redekop &
Kathy Bergen
October 2019
Alaska Cruise Tour, 2019
Oberammergau Passion Play
with choice of Holy Land,
Ireland, Hiking in Austria/
Switzerland, European Cruise,
and Heritage tours in 2020.

800-565-0451
office@tourmagination.com
www.tourmagination.com

Discovery is a publication of TourMagination printed three times per year (February, June, and November).

