
  

Connecting Women Across 
Generations and Cultures

Helping Mennonites and other Christians 
explore, experience, and expand their world.

DISC    VERY

When Shirley Redekop was a child, 
an Old Order Mennonite woman 

helped Shirley’s mom clean and care for 
her three children. “Ada’s faith was so 
dynamic; it transcended her culture as 
an Old Order Mennonite,” says Shirley. 
“Ada was non-judgmental but she still 
stood up for what she believed. She 
showed me faith outside of works,” 
says Shirley, who counts Ada as a very 
important mentor throughout her life.

Now as the President of Mennonite 
Women Canada, Shirley has a passion 
to help other women build relationships 
across generations and cultures. Though 
women are busier than ever, Shirley 
believes that there is still a need for 
women’s ministry to foster belonging 
and connection in the church. 

Shirley will be bringing together her 
passion for travel and for connecting 
Christian women as she leads the 
Tanzania Caring, Sharing & Safari 
Tour for Women, August 4-13, 2018. 
She hopes women will come with their 
mothers, daughters, granddaughters, 
friends, and neighbours. “This tour will 
bring the generations together to hear 
each other’s stories as well as cross-
cultural stories from the women of 

Tanzania.

In her years of 
travelling and working 
abroad—including a 
stint in Thailand with 
her husband Fred 
with MCC—Shirley 
developed compassion 

for people around the globe. Her 
dream is to travel with groups of North 
Americans to visit people in challenging 
circumstances. She thinks of women 
persecuted in Congo and Colombians 
being bullied off their farm land. She 
wants to communicate to her global 
brothers and sisters “we’re here for you” 

and to better understand how to pray for 
each other.

Shirley hopes the Tanzania tour will 
help women from Canada and the 
USA explore and live out their faith—
including their heritage as Mennonites. 
“Together we have a chance to be 
a powerful voice in our countries,” 
says Shirley. She also hopes the North 
American women will form a lasting 
bond with the Tanzanian women that 
they meet. TM
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Alaska Grandparents Tour, 
with Hank & Jane Landes

June 17-30, 2018 
From USD $2,952
Enjoy Alaska’s vast, natural beauty 
by coach, train, and cruise ship. See 
unforgettable glaciers, mountains, 
and fjords. Spend 3 days in Denali 
National Park. Bring your kids, 
grandkids, or a friend. 

Life & Times of Early 
Anabaptists in Europe: 

Heritage Tour, with Ayold Fanoy
June 26 – July 11, 2018 
From USD $3,595; CAD $4,495
Explore the life and times of Anabaptist 
leaders including Menno Simons, 
Conrad Grebel, and Jan Mathijsz in the 
Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, and 
France. Enjoy stunning landscapes and 
historic architecture. 

Amish European Heritage 
Tour, with John Sharp & 

Steven Yoder
July 6 – Aug. 3, 2018 
From USD $8,295 (includes travel by 
ship); Land Only From USD $3,795
John Sharp and Steven Yoder will 
guide you on a unique journey of 
discovery and fellowship as you trace 
the Anabaptist and Amish story through 
Europe. European transportation is by 
bus, boat, or train. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tanzania Caring, Sharing 
& Safari Tour for Women, 

with Shirley Redekop
Aug. 4-13, 2018  
From USD $2,876; CAD $3,595 
See local markets, tour a centre for 
people with disabilities, interact with 
local women’s groups, and see African 
animals in the wild.

Wonders of Alaska Cruise, 
with Rich & Gloria Bucher

Aug. 4-15, 2018 • From USD $2,495
Explore the natural riches of Alaska 
with loved ones on this friends & 
family tour with Rich & Gloria Bucher. 
Choose from a variety of excursions to 
see wilderness landscapes and unique 
northern wildlife. 

A Rare Beauty: South 
Africa Tour, with Leonard 

& Mary Friesen
Aug. 5-15, 2018 
From USD $3,575; CAD $4,595
Spot the “Big Five” African animals on a 
game drive. Hike Table Mountain, cruise 
along the Cape Peninsula, visit botanical 
gardens, and tour Robben Island, where 
Nelson Mandela was once imprisoned. 

The Mennonite Story & 
Highlights of Ukraine, with 

Leonard Friesen
Sept. 16-26, 2018 
From USD $2,796; CAD $3,495
Don’t miss the opportunity to travel with 
engaging storyteller Leonard Friesen. 
Visit historic colonies of Molotschna and 
Chortitza—possibly see your ancestors’ 
village. Explore Odessa and Kiev. 

Paraguay & Colombia: 
Mennonite Stories in South 

America, with Jack & Irene 
Suderman
Sept. 17-30, 2018 
From USD $2,795; CAD $3,495
Enrich your understanding of 
Paraguay and Colombia as you see 
Mennonite colonies, worship in local 
churches, and visit with staff from 
Mennonite Central Committee and 
other non-profits. 

Gems of Southeast Europe 
River Cruise, with Audrey 

Voth Petkau & Terry Petkau
Oct. 13-20, 2018 
From USD $3,149; CAD $3,998 
Along the Danube River, stop at key 
cities in Hungary, tour the ancient 
capital of Bulgaria, and cruise through 
one of Europe’s natural wonders, 
the Iron Gate. Choose from daily 
excursions.

Journey to Japan, with  
Audrey Voth Petkau

Nov. 12-20, 2018 
From USD $3,985; CAD $4,985 
On our first-ever tour of Japan, hear 
local guides and residents talk about 
daily life and the vivacity of the local 
church. From the serene town of 
Takayama to the bustling metropolis 
of Tokyo, this cultural adventure has 
something for everyone. 

Oberammergau Passion 
Play in 2020
Under development.  
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Tour the Holy Land with Nelson Kraybill, 
Ervin Stutzman, or Ingrid Reichard

Photo Credit: Yair Aronshtam

Tour leader Shirley Redekop with 
Marina in Colombia.

“This tour will bring the generations 
together to hear each other’s stories 
as well as cross-cultural stories from 
the women of Tanzania,” says Shirley.



  

More Fabulous Tours 
to Choose From 

Holy Land Tour (Relaxed Pace), 
with Ervin & Bonita Stutzman

Nov. 4-12, 2017 
From USD $2,355; CAD $3,175 
Experience first-hand the life and times 
of Jesus through visits to Nazareth 
Village, a boat ride on the Sea of 
Galilee, and the view from the Mount 
of Olives. Minimal walking. LAST 
CHANCE TO SIGN UP.

Christmas Markets on the 
Rhine Cruise, with Audrey 

Voth Petkau & Terry Petkau
Dec. 2-9, 2017 
From USD $2,997; CAD $3,747
Reflect on Christ’s birth as we visit 
historic cathedrals, sing carols, and see 
nativity scenes. Shop for unique gifts 
at Christmas markets. Optional post-
cruise extension in Lucerne and Zurich, 
December 9-13. 

Land of Penguins: Antarctic 
Peninsula Adventure, with 

Audrey Voth Petkau & Terry Petkau
Jan. 1-14, 2018  
SHIP IS FULL 

 

Mennonites of Mexico & 
the Copper Canyon, with 

David Friesen
March 15-25, 2018 
From USD $3,196; CAD $3,995
Born in Mexico, David will guide 
you through Mexican Mennonite 
colonies, schools, and churches. Also 
see the incredibly beautiful Copper 
Canyon by train and learn about the 
Tarahumara people. 

European Heritage Tour in 
the Netherlands & Belgium, 

with Ayold Fanoy
April 23 – May 4, 2018 
From USD $3,395; CAD $4,195
Explore early Anabaptist history in 
the Netherlands & Belgium. See 
significant sites including Mennonite 
churches in Haarlem and Edam. Dutch 
tour leader Ayold Fanoy will introduce 
you to local Mennonites. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage in 
Israel & Jordan, with Ingrid 

& Scott Reichard
April 25 – May 9, 2018 
From USD $2,995; CAD$3,735 
MB pastor and teacher Ingrid Reichard 
will share engaging reflections and Scott 
will lead worship at significant Old & 
New Testament sites in Israel and Jordan. 
Optional snorkeling in the Red Sea.  

Holy Land Peace Pilgrim Walk 
with Jesus, with Nelson Kraybill

May 15-25, 2018 
From USD $3,280; CAD $4,100
With writer, Christian leader, and Bible 
teacher Nelson Kraybill reflect on the 
promises Jesus fulfilled and how he 
pointed toward forgiveness, love of his 
enemies, and healing. Walk stretches of 
the Jesus Trail. 

Mennonites of Central Asia: 
Great Trek Tour, with John Sharp

May 21 – June 1, 2018 
From USD $3,195; CAD $3,995
Hesston College history professor John 
Sharp will share insights about the 
struggles and triumphs of Mennonite 
families who left Russia in the 1880s 
to travel the legendary Silk Road to 
Central Asia. 

Explore the World of Paul 
in Greece & Italy, with Tom 

Yoder Neufeld
June 8-21, 2018 
From USD $3,895; CAD $4,995
Immerse yourself in the historical and 
cultural contexts that shaped the Apostle 
Paul, his message & his congregations 
with New Testament scholar Tom Yoder 
Neufeld. See meaningful sites like 
Philippi, Corinth, & Athens. Optional 
pre-tour Turkey extension June 4-7. 
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Fresh Perspectives on the History, Church, & People 
of Cuba, with Jack & Irene SudermanHeritage                  

Holy Land                  

Cruise                 

Natural Wonders                

Cultural Experience

Jan. 19-28, 2018 
From USD $2,995; CAD $3,795

Access experiences not usually 
available to tourists through the 
Sudermans’ relationships in Cuba. 

Plaza des Armas, Havana, Cuba Photo: Pedro Szekely

Engage with Cubans at a sustainable 
farm, church, and non-profit 
organizations. Visit Havana, the Bay of 
Pigs, an Indian village, and Varadero 
beach. AMERICANS CAN TRAVEL 
TO CUBA with TourMagination.

  

DISC    VERY

Since beginning 
to work at 

TourMagination fifteen 
years ago, I have visited 
more than 60 countries. 
During my travels, I have 
been privileged to meet 
and develop friendships 
with many inspiring 
women around the world.  
I think of Gökçen, our 
guide in Istanbul who 
informs us about cultural locations on 
our World of Paul tours and other tours. 
Her acceptance of us who are from 
another culture, and her willingness 
to extend hospitality beyond what is 
required, has been deeply meaningful.
She regularly goes above and beyond 
what she needs to do to make us feel 
welcome. Gökçen is Muslim and I am 

Christian and yet there is great affection 
between us whenever we see each other. 
On a custom tour with MEDA in 
2015 to Tajikistan, I was thoroughly 
impressed by the courage and ingenuity 
of two women named Sanavbar and 
Gulbahor. After being separated from 
their husbands during the civil war after 
the collapse of the USSR, they and 
their children had nothing. The women 

found the means to travel to Tashkent 
to study business for a few months 
and then returned to Khujand to start a 
microfinance bank. They have built the 
operation to more than 120 microfinance 
banks with over 2000 employees! With 
help from MEDA and lots of hard work 
Sanavbar and Gulbahor have been 
hugely successful.That inspires me as a 
woman and an entrepreneur. 
In Tanzania, I met a different kind of 
entrepreneur. Originally from Canada, 
Monica Shank founded the Cheche 
community library in Monduli and works 
with the Maasai children there. 
We have taken three groups to visit 
Monica and will be returning again in 
2018 on a MEDA Tanzania Grandparents 
and Grandkids tour. This tour is the 
brainchild of Verda Beachey, who will 
be travelling with her five grandchildren, 
her daughter, son-in-law, and husband 
Dale. Tour leader Shirley Redekop 
is also taking a group of women to 
Tanzania in 2018 (see p. 1).  
Whether you’re a man or a woman, I 
hope you have a chance to meet (and 
travel with) some amazing women in the 
next year. 
–Audrey Voth Petkau

MEDA GRANDPARENTS & GRANDKIDS TOUR
Helping the Next Generation Learn to Care and Give

Inspiring Women Around the World

Audrey Voth Petkau with Monica Shank and her Maasai family.

Thank you to retiring tour leader John Ruth for 45 
wonderful years!  If you’ve travelled with John Ruth, 
you know he is one of a kind. His deep knowledge of the 
Anabaptist and Mennonite stories in Europe and North 
America is astounding. We will miss John dearly! 

 

 

After travelling with Audrey Voth 
Petkau on a custom MEDA tour 

to visit a project in Tajikistan, Verda 
Beachey mentioned she wanted to 
organize a tour for grandparents and 

their grandchildren. Verda and her 
husband Dale have travelled on a few 
TourMagination tours and are longtime 
supporters of Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates (MEDA).  
“One of the reasons we take our grandkids 
to projects is so that they have the 
opportunity to touch, feel and see exactly 
the impact MEDA has had and continues 
to have on people,” says Verda. On the 
upcoming MEDA Tanzania Grandparents 
& Grandkids Tour, two leaders and 28 
participants—including 15 children, ages 
11 to 18—will visit the MEDA Cassava 
project. As well, they will observe 
MEDA projects in the city of Arusha, 
visit some other non-profits, and interact 
with Tanzanian children at the Cheche 
Community Library. The tour also includes 
going on a safari in Tarangire National 
Park and a game drive in Ngorongoro 
Crater, to view wild African animals.

The children and teens have already 
started raising funds for the MEDA 
Cassava project. This 5-year project 
works with 430 privately owned Cassava 
Seed businesses that supply high-yield 
seeds, for the staple crop of cassava, to 
approximately 29,000 Tanzanians with 
small farms. Up to a million Tanzanians 
could be positively impacted.
“I think going on this trip is the best  
way to educate our kids about MEDA 
and their impact around the world,”  
says Verda.
Support the children’s fundraising 
efforts at www.meda.org/kidsforcassava

Contact TourMagination about planning 
your own grandparents tour with a 
charitable, recreational, or educational 
theme office@tourmagination.com or 
1 800-565-0451. TM
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Verda Beachey with a Tajik child.



  

More Fabulous Tours 
to Choose From 

Holy Land Tour (Relaxed Pace), 
with Ervin & Bonita Stutzman

Nov. 4-12, 2017 
From USD $2,355; CAD $3,175 
Experience first-hand the life and times 
of Jesus through visits to Nazareth 
Village, a boat ride on the Sea of 
Galilee, and the view from the Mount 
of Olives. Minimal walking. LAST 
CHANCE TO SIGN UP.

Christmas Markets on the 
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tour leader Ayold Fanoy will introduce 
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Holy Land Peace Pilgrim Walk 
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teacher Nelson Kraybill reflect on the 
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pointed toward forgiveness, love of his 
enemies, and healing. Walk stretches of 
the Jesus Trail. 
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From USD $3,195; CAD $3,995
Hesston College history professor John 
Sharp will share insights about the 
struggles and triumphs of Mennonite 
families who left Russia in the 1880s 
to travel the legendary Silk Road to 
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Explore the World of Paul 
in Greece & Italy, with Tom 
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June 8-21, 2018 
From USD $3,895; CAD $4,995
Immerse yourself in the historical and 
cultural contexts that shaped the Apostle 
Paul, his message & his congregations 
with New Testament scholar Tom Yoder 
Neufeld. See meaningful sites like 
Philippi, Corinth, & Athens. Optional 
pre-tour Turkey extension June 4-7. 
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Verda Beachey with a Tajik child.
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Tour the Holy Land with Nelson Kraybill, 
Ervin Stutzman, or Ingrid Reichard

Photo Credit: Yair Aronshtam

Tour leader Shirley Redekop with 
Marina in Colombia.

“This tour will bring the generations 
together to hear each other’s stories 
as well as cross-cultural stories from 
the women of Tanzania,” says Shirley.


