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Reformations Revealed Through Art

“T

he Spirit is always reforming us
and that shows up in our art, in
our paintings, in our sculptures,
and in our architecture,” says says Allan
Rudy-Froese, Associate Professor of
Christian Proclamation at Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary. He also says
that sometimes people think that theology
and church history are only communicated
through books by theologians and
historians. However, Allan maintains that
“Artists are doing the same work with their
hands, with colour and with shape rather
than writing it down in words.”

In July 2017, Allan will be leading the
Reformations Old & New: Cathedrals
& Museums Tour in London, Paris, and
Berlin. In addition to visiting historic
art and museum collections, tour
members will reflect on contemporary
art created by European Christians.
The plan is to worship with a local
congregation in one of the cities and to
engage with an artist.

Allan is known for his collaborative
and engaging teaching style. While he
looks for forward to sharing insights on
the topic of church-wide reformations
“Museums are masters of communication,” in Europe, he also eagerly anticipates
says Allan. Not only does the architecture
hearing the personal reformation stories
embody the values of the builders, but
of tour members. “I think that in any
through the museum collections you can
room we gather together as people who
glimpse how people in history tried to
can teach each other things.” He adds,
persuade each other. He says that sometimes “We all come from different places…
art and artifacts show progressive religious
and have experienced God in different
ideas while other times they reflect a more
ways. We [will] all bring that to the
traditional view of faith.
table…well not the table because it’s
moving. We bring that to the bus.”
While beautiful and worship-inspiring, the
art in cathedrals often served a functional
Watch a series of 5 short video clips
purpose. Allan says that stained glass
from an interview with Reformations
windows and church art “preached the
Old & New: Cathedrals & Museums in
gospel visually” at a time when most
London, Paris, Berlin on YouTube at
people were illiterate.
TourMagination Group Travel. TM

Helping Mennonites and other Christians
explore, experience, and expand their world.

Mennonite author
Ken Yoder Reed
launched his
new book Both
My Sons at an
event hosted
by Lancaster
Mennonite
Historical Society
on Thursday,
October 6. Ken spoke about the
research and process of writing this
important book—which included
going on a TourMagination tour
with John Ruth in 2011. The book
comes out just in time to celebrate
the 300th anniversary in 2017 of
Swiss-German Mennonites coming
to Pennsylvania. The book can be
purchased at
www.masthof.com. John Ruth will be
leading a Swiss-German Mennonite
Heritage Tour, August 12-24, 2017
in Germany and Switzerland to
commemorate this anniversary.

First Time Guatemala Tour

W

hen we recently surveyed
TourMagination travelers
about three potential tours in
2017 (1. Bike & Barge Tour,
Amsterdam to Bruges, 2. French
Gardens & Gastronomy Tour,
and 3. Guatemala: Sights &
Service Tour), the Guatemala
tour received the most interest.
We’re excited to offer our first
ever tour to Guatemala in August
2017! The 10-day Guatemala:
Loving & Learning Tour will
include exploring Mayan ruins
and historic churches as well as
an opportunity to hike a volcano.
Tour leader Katrina Janzen is
currently a staff member with
Global Shore Opportunities, a
faith-based NGO that operates
a school for children in the
Guatemalan highlands. Katrina
speaks Spanish and has lived

in Guatemala on and off for ten
years. During time spent at the
school, tour members will have
a chance to learn about this
amazing ministry and to run a
three-day Vacation Bible School
for the kids. Following the service
experience, tour members will
visit the UNESCO World Heritage
Site of Antigua.
Katrina’s extensive connections
in Guatemala will make for
an enriching tour respectfully
engaging with locals. Tour
co-leader Drew Unruh has also
traveled widely in Guatemala and
many other places in the world.
Watch a video clip (bit.ly/2f6Uews)
of Katrina telling about a dramatic
sunrise at Tikal, a Mayan temple
in Guatemala, that tour members
might get to experience. TM

WEBSITE CONTEST WINNER RECEIVES

$500 Tour Deposit

Linda Wiens’ entry was drawn from
among correct submissions to our
website contest held in August. Visit
our new site at www.tourmagination.
com if you have not already seen it.
CORRECTION: Last newsletter we
neglected to include Arnold Cressman as
one of the founders of TourMagination in
addition to Jay Gleysteen.
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We recently sent out
a quiz asking you,
“How respectful are
you when you travel?”
We were surprised and
pleased by the number
of you eager to take
the quiz. Of those who
completed the seven
questions, 75% were
Informed and Engaged Travelers (most
respectful) while 23 % were Caring Bridge
Builders and 2% were in the Open Heart
& Mind category.
This is an area in which we want to grow
as a company—offering fun and enriching
tours that are also responsible. During a
recent conversation Mennonite Central
Committee leaders gave us helpful input
on how to better respect the environment
and the people in the countries we visit.
We are also looking for ways to connect
with a broader age range of Mennonites
and other Christians who would like to
travel with TourMagination. To this end, we
are reaching out to younger tour leaders
and travelers. You will notice the Guatemala
Tour next August is led by 30-somethings
Katrina Janzen and Drew Unruh.
As always, I am open to your suggestions on
where you would like to travel with friends
and family. We can plan a custom tour or
offer it as a regular TourMagination tour.
Kind regards,
Audrey Voth Petkau/President
TourMagination
P.S. If you didn’t take the respectful travel
quiz and you would like to you can find it
at bit.ly/2dBlYnY. TM

Janet Martin’s Passing

With sadness, we announce that former
TourMagination co-owner Janet Martin passed
away suddenly on September 7th, 2016. During
the 40+ years that Wilmer and Janet co-owned
TourMagination, Janet co-led many tour groups to
Europe, the Holy Land, Australia & New Zealand
and other countries. Janet also worked in the
TourMagination office for many years. She is
remembered for her gentleness, wisdom, excellent
administrative skills including proofreading and
major support to Wilmer and staff.
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2017/2018 TourMagination Tours
On our tours, expect an enriching cultural
experience as you interact with locals, learn with
Christian leaders and knowledgeable incountry guides, and build community
with
like-minded travelers.

Guide to tour symbols
Heritage

Holy Land
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Cruise

Eco-Adventure

Cultural Experience

Fresh Perspectives on the
History, Church, & People of
Cuba with Jack and Irene Suderman

Tulip Time Cruise in the
Netherlands & Belgium with
Henry & Jane Landes

Explore the World of Paul
in Rome & Greece with
Tom Yoder Neufeld

January 20-29, 2017
From USD $3,895
(International flights included)

April 6-13, 2017
From USD $2,797; CAD $3,497

May 19 – June 2, 2017
From USD $3,325

Observe the Cuban social “experiment”,
started by the 1959 revolution, in action.
Enjoy rare opportunities to interact
with locals. This destination is selling
fast. But we have flights and rooms in
popular hotels! BOOK NOW.

CALL NOW, CABINS FILLING FAST!

Admire spectacular tulip gardens and
lush green countryside along Dutch
and Belgian waterways in the spring.
Tour Amsterdam, Antwerp, and Ghent.
Anabaptist-focused pre-tour extension
may be available.

Guided by New Testament scholar Tom
Yoder Neufeld, learn about the cultural
contexts that shaped the Apostle Paul, his
message, and his congregations. Also see
locations of interest in Rome & Greece.

Natural & Cultural Wonders of
Australia & New Zealand with
Audrey Voth Petkau & Terry Petkau
February 3-23, 2017
From USD $7,740
See highlights of these two spectacular
but diverse nations—green, sheep-filled
New Zealand and arid Australia with its
unique animals and stunning landscapes.

Celebrating 500 Years of the
Reformation & Life of Luther
with Dr. Bob Kelly (Lutheran Scholar)

St. Petersburg, Moscow & the
Mennonite story in Ukraine
with Leonard Friesen
May 2017
PRICE TBA

May 12-21, 2017
From USD $2,632

TOUR ADDED BY POPULAR
DEMAND.

Reflect on the life and transformational
message of Martin Luther and other
reformers as you visit important sites in
Germany. Also enjoy historic European
architecture and beautiful scenery.

Our classic Russia/Ukraine heritage
tour with extra time to explore the
rich modern and historic culture of
St. Petersburg and Moscow.
...continued on back
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Discover Prague & the
Mennonite Sojourn in Poland
with John Sharp & Audrey Voth Petkau
June 19-29, 2017
From USD $3,150
Reflect on the centuries-long settlement
of Mennonites in Poland as you visit
villages and sites along the Vistula
Delta. See stunning architecture, modern
& historic sites in Prague, Krakow,
Warsaw, & Gdansk.
AMBS Reformations Old &
New: Cathedrals & Museums
(London, Paris & Berlin) with Allan
& Marilyn Rudy-Froese
July 14-26, 2017
From USD $3,899
Guided by Allan Rudy-Froese, AMBS
Assistant Professor, explore European
faith and art—past and present—in
London, Paris, and Berlin. Discuss, reflect,
worship, & enjoy light-hearted fun.
Arctic Wonders & Peoples of
Manitoba with Darrel Toews
July 26 – August 3, 2017
From USD $4,396; CAD $5,495
See Beluga whales, polar bears, and
other wildlife in Churchill, Manitoba.
Also learn about the Native Canadians
of Manitoba and the thousands of
Mennonites who settled in this province.

COMING IN 2018

Natural Wonders Land of Penguins:
Antarctic Peninsula Adventure
January 1–14, 2018
From USD $7,993

European 300th Anniversary
Swiss-German Mennonite
Heritage Tour with John Ruth
August 12-24, 2017
From USD $3,016; CAD $3,770
Don’t miss this opportunity to travel
with engaging storyteller John Ruth
as he guides you to discover your
Anabaptist roots in in Germany,
Switzerland, and France.
Guatemala Loving & Learning
Tour with Katrina Janzen &
Drew Unruh
August 18-26, 2017
From USD $1,856; CAD $2,320
Explore ancient ruins, historic churches,
and colourful markets in the centre of the
Mayan heartland. Serve with a faith-based
NGO for a few days. Experience the
vibrant faith of Guatemalan Christians.
France Garden & Gastronomy
Tour with John and Kelly
Schroeder (Owners of Valleybrook
International
September 2017
From USD $3,676; CAD $4,595
Feast your senses on the autumn glory
of gardens in the Loire Valley of France.
Stay in charming towns steeped in
history. Savour mouth-watering cuisine
highlighting unique local French produce.
Peace Pilgrim Walk with Jesus
with Nelson Kraybill
Spring 2018
Walk stretches of the Jesus Trail &
other paths familiar to our Lord.

2308 Wood St
Lancaster, PA
USA 17603

501-20 Erb St W
Waterloo, ON
Canada N2L 1T2

Sights, Sounds & Sacred
Places of Ireland with Bob and
Margaret Nally
12-days Fall 2017 PRICE TBA
Discover and celebrate Celtic Christian
spirituality as you listen to stories &
music and visit sacred sites which bring
body, mind and soul into relationship
with creation and with fellow travellers.
India in Focus: Photography &
Cultural Adventure Tour with
Jim Pankratz & Al Doerksen
October 15-28, 2017; Pushkar Extension
October 28 – November 1, 2017
From USD $3,052; CAD $3,815
Explore the vivid colors, cultures, and
religions of India with avid photographers.
Take photos or just enjoy the incredible
sights. Dialogue with locals.
Christmas Markets on
the Rhine
December 2-9, 2017
From CAD $3,624
Marvel at cities dressed in holiday
splendour along the Rhine River.
Reflect on Christ’s birth as we visit
historic cathedrals, sing carols, and see
nativity scenes. Shop for unique gifts at
Christmas Markets. Optional post-cruise
extension available in Lucerne and
Zurich, December 9-13.

2020

Oberammergau
Passion Play Tours
Details coming in 2017

TM

800-565-0451
office@tourmagination.com
www.tourmagination.com
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